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BALLOONS AND THE ART
OF AERIAL NAVIGATION

Shirku literatury s tematikou vzduchoplavby, soucast historického
fondu Knihovny Akademie véd CR (KNAV), oznacuji odbornici za
pozoruhodnou a vyznamnou. Uvdzime-li. Ze déjiny vzduchoplavby se
zaCinaji psat teprve roku 1783, pak Ize tuto kolekci 67 tiska v 61
svazku povazovat za pomérné rozsihlou. Pozoruhodny je i vyznam
souboru jako celku — ackoli v ¢eskych a moravskych knihovnach byly
zjistény nékteré ojedinélé exemplare vzduchoplavecké literatury.

v zadné se nedochovala podobné rozsihla sbirka. Knihovna Narodniho
technického muzea sice spravuje sbirku tisku s tematikou letadel
leh¢ich nez vzduch o priblizné srovnatelném rozsahu (asi 40-50 knih),
ta vSak az na ojedinélé vyjimky pochizi z doby novéjsi (asi 1870-asi
2010). Ve svétovych knihovnich rozsihlejsi knizni celky najdeme.
nutno ovsem uvazit, ze jde casto o knihy vénované letadliim tézsim nez
vzduch z obdobi asi po roce 1890. | z tohoto pohledu je tedy sbirka
vzduchoplavecké literatury v KNAV vyznamna nejen z pohledu
narodniho, ale i svétového. Pri pripravé vystavy jsme cerpali také

z fondu Knihovny Kralovské kanonie premonstrati na Strahové

a Archivu Narodniho technického muzea, jejichz spravcum patri
podékovani za vstricnost a ochotu. Dik patri také historiku letectvi

Pavlu Svitikovi za jeho cenné odborné rady a navrhy.

Anglické pojednani o balonech pripisované Williamu Cookemu

vyslo v roce 1783 uz ve tretim vydani. v roce nasledujicim se

dockalo vydani dalsiho.

The third edition of this English treatise on balloons attributed to William Cooke

came out in 1783. A fourth edition came out the following year.

Ukazka tiska z fondu KNAV, které jejich puvodni majitel Eduard

Langer opatril dobovymi vazbami. Diky tomu se dochovaly

vétsinou v dobrém fyzickém stavu.

Printed works from the collection of the Academy of Sciences Library (ASL)
fitted with period bindings by their original owner Eduard Langer. thanks to

which the majority of them have survived in good condition.

Experts consider this part of the historical collection of the Academy of Sciences Library
(ASL) an important and remarkable collection of aeronautic literature. This collection of
67 works in 61 volumes can be considered relatively large if we bear in mind that the
history of aeronautics only began in 1783. Although examples of aeronautic literature
have been found sporadically in Czech libraries, none of them can boast such an
extensive collection. The Library of the National Technical Museum holds a collection
of printed works on lighter-than-air aircraft of a comparable size (around 40-50 books).
though these come. with a few exceptions. from a later age (around 1870-2010). Larger
collections can be found in libraries around the world, though these are often books
about heavier-than-air aircraft since 1890. In this respect. the collection of aeronautic
literature at the ASL is important not merely in national terms, but also globally.

In preparing the exhibition, we have also drawn on the collections of the Library of the
Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at Strahov and the Archive of the National
Technical Museum, to which we owe our thanks for their help. Thanks are also due to

aviation historian Pavel Svitak for his invaluable expert advice and suggestions.

SBIRKA A JEJI PUVODNI MAJITEL

THE COLLECTION AND ITS ORIGINAL OWNER

Vsechny tisky kromé jediného. ktery je ze sbirky Krilovské ceské spole¢nosti nauk, pochizeji pivodné ze sbirky broumovského advokita JUDr. Eduarda Langera (1852—-1914). Pravnik Langer, po snatku spolumajitel textilni
tovarny Benedikt Schrolls Sohn v Broumové, v letech 1892-1895 a 1898-1901 poslanec ¢eského zemského snému za okresy Broumov, Trutnov a Police nad Metuji, byl znamy i jako Zurnalista, publicista a vydavatel se zajmem
o regionalni. predevsim némeckou kulturu. Proslul také jako bibliofil a shératel rukopisu i tisku. Jeho bohata sbirka byla ve své dobé povazovana za jednu z nejvétsich svého druhu v rakousko-uherské monarchii. V roce 1913,
tedy rok pred shératelovou smrti, éitala na 30.000 svazkt, 6.000 jednolistia, 500 prvotiska a vice nez 800 rukopist. Spravu a katalogizaci své sbirky svéril Langer v roce 1911 germanistovi Waltheru Dolchovi (1883-1914),

ktery ji vénoval tri posledni roky svého nedlouhého zivota. drive nez padl na ruské fronté v prvnich meésicich 1. svétové valky.

All the printed works, with the exception of the one from the Royal Czech Society of Sciences. came originally from the collection of the lawyer Eduard Langer (1852-1914) from Broumov. Langer. after his wedding joint owner of the Benedikt Schrolls Sohn textile factory in Broumov,
member of the Czech Provincial Assembly for the districts of Broumov, Trutnov and Police nad Metuji in the years 1892—-1895 and 1898-1901. was also famous as a journalist and publisher with an interest in regional and. in particular. German culture and a bibliophile and collector
of manuscripts and printed works. His extensive collection was considered at the time one of the largest of its kind in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. In 1913, the year before his death. it contained as many as 30,000 volumes. 6.000 broadsheets, 500 incunabula and more than 800

manuscripts. In 1911, Langer charged German scholar Walther Dolch (1883-1914) with administering and cataloguing his collection, a task to which Dolch devoted the three last years of his short life before falling on the Russian front in the first months of World War One.

« Soucasti shirky Pro dalsi osud Langerovy knihovny bylo rozhodujici postatnéni firmy Schroll v roce 1948-49, které se tykalo i dalsiho
je i tisk notového majetku véetné knihovny. Sbirku prevzala v roce 1949-1950 Narodni kulturni komise, ktera ji prenesené i fakticky

zipisu tance zlikvidovala — rukopisy. prvotisky i dalsi staré a vzacné tisky véetné dokumentti archivni povahy byly prevezeny do

La Montgolfier shérného mista na zimek Sychrov, kde se soustredily sbirky zrusenych a zabavenych knihoven k dalsimu tridéni.

< instrukcemi oro Knihy byly nabizeny riznym knihovnim a institucim a ty, o které nebyl zijem, byly zniceny v papirné ve Stéti.
h e p Nejvétsi cast torza Langerovy knihovny, asi 6.000 svazku a ¢ast listkovych katalogti. se dnes nachazi ve fondu

€no provaaeni.
J P knihovny Narodniho muzea v Praze. V KNAYV se podle nasich odhadu naléza radové nékolik desitek tisku z Langerovy

sbirky.

The collection includes

the musical notation
for the La Montgolfier The nationalisation of the company Schroll in

dance with 1948-1949, which also concerned other property

. . X including the library. was crucial to the future
instructions for its

destiny of Langer’s library. The collection was
taken over in 1949-1950 by the National Cultural

Committee — its manuscripts and other old and

perf ormance.

rare works, including archive documents. were
taken to Sychrov Chateau along with collections
from other dissolved and confiscated libraries. Its
books were offered to various libraries and
institutions — those in which there was no interest
were destroyed at the paper mill in Stéti. The
largest part of Langer’s library (around 6.000
volumes and part of its card indexes) can now be
found in the Library of the National Museum in
Prague. We estimate that several dozen works from
Langer’s collection can be found in the Academy of

Sciences Library.

Nejstarsi tisk je disertace z roku 1703, nejmladsi vznikl na prelomu 19. a 20. stoleti. V 18. stoleti bylo A
vytisténo celkem 36 tiski. toho 25 tiskii vySlo v obdobi prvnich pokusi o vzlety (1783-1784). V 19. stoleti Fotografie Eduarda Langera z roku 1909. Zdroj: Archiv Narodniho technického muzea v Praze.

vyslo 31 tisku. Zastoupeno je celkem pét jazyka — latina (1 tisk), angli¢tina (7), ném¢éina (7)., francouzstina —

(25) a italétina (27) MGZi autory SpiSlol patf“i Gcéastnici Vzletﬁ, Vyneilezci, kOIlStI'llktéf’i, VédCi a akademici, Photograph of Eduard Langer from 1909. Source: The Archive of the National Technical Museum in Prague.

publicisté a verejné ¢inné osobnosti. V druhovém tridéni prevazuje jednoznacné proéza. poezie se objevuje

pouze ve trech prlpadech, VZdy >C ]edna 0 oslavné skladby. Prozaicka dila. prevazne nauéného a odborného Puvod knih dokladaji vlepena exlibris jejich puivodniho majitele. V nasem souboru se objevuji dva druhy exlibris, ktera

charakteru, lze rozdélit do nékolika Zénrovy'ch skupln: odborna pojednéni’ encyk]opedlcké literatura, E. Langer pouzival — ¢astéjsi je modry. svétle modry nebo zeleny obdélnikovy stitek s motivem ducha. druhy je bily

disertace. dile se objevuji dobové zpravy a popisy. publicistika a tisky prilezitostné. obdélnikovy stitek s motivem rozsévace. Vétsina knih je prevazina do dobové polokozené. méné casto do celokozené ¢i

pleiténé vazby s vyzlacenym jménem autora, naizvem knihy, datem a mistem vydani na pf'edni desce nebo na hrbeté

The oldest work is a dissertation from 1703: the most recent comes from the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. 36 of these works knihy. Prevazby byly dle zjisténych vlepenych stitka zadavany knihvazacské dilné R. Rofelda v Broumoveé nebo
were printed in the 18th century, of which 25 came out at the time of the first attempts at flight (1783-1784). 31 of the works came A. Eberla v Praze.
out in the 19th century. Five languages are represented — Latin (1 work), English (7), German (7). French (25) and Italian (27). The _

authors include people who had taken part 1n ascents, inventors, constructors, scientists and academics. JournahStS and pubhc The bookplates of original owners can provide a way of ascertaining the origin of books. Two types of bookplate used by Langer appear in our collection — the

functionaries. The great majority of the works are in prose form. with poetry appearing in just three cases. The prose works. largely of more frequent is a blue. light blue or green rectangular plate with a ghost, the other a white rectangular plate featuring a sower. Most of the books were

an educational or Specialist nature, can be divided into a number of genres — Specialist treatises, encyclopaedias and dissertations, rebound in a half-leather period binding, some in an all-leather or cloth binding with the gilded name of the author, book title, date and place of publication
though they also include historical reports and descriptions’ joupna]ism and commemorative works. on the front cover or spine of the book. Labels show the bindings were issued by the bookbinders R. Rofeld in Broumov and A. Eberl in Prague.

« Némecky preklad spisu
IFaujase de Saint-F'onda
z roku 1784 je jedinym
tiskem, ktery nepochazi
ze sbirky Eduarda
Langera, ale z knihovny
Kralovské ceské
spolecnosti nauk. Tento
tisk se mohl do této
knihovny dostat jiz
kritce po jeho vydani.

A German translation of

a work by Faujas de Saint-Fond
from 1784 is the only copy A A A

that does not come from the Exlibris Eduarda Langera Exlibris s motivem rozsévace Ukazka dobové prevazby
Eduard Langer collection. , ) ., o )

5 . s motivem ducha a vrocenim 1901 s vrocenim 1909 a mottem prevazné z dilen R. Rofelda
It comes from the library of
the Royal Czech Society — Spes alit agricolas nebo A. Eberla.
of Sciences. The library may Bookplate of Eduard Langer with a ghost — -
have acquired this work dated 1901 Bookplate with a sower dated 1909 with Example of period rebinding. largely

shortly after its publication. the motto Spes alit agricolas from R. Rofeld and A. Eberl
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